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“Guard  this  one  with  your  life”: 

W.  Elliot  Woodward’s  Ninety-Second  Sale 

by  David  F.  Fanning 


Introduction 

Collectors  of  nineteenth-century  American  numismatic  auction 
catalogues  are  well  familiar  with  the  works  of  W.  Elliot  Woodward 
(1825-1892),  of  Roxbury,  Massachusetts.!  In  a career  spanning  more 
than  thirty  years,  Woodward  catalogued  over  100  auctions,  num- 
bered from  1 to  108  and  supplemented  by  sales  A,  B and  C as  well  as 
(depending  on  whom  one  asks)  a D sale  and  perhaps  a few  others 
which  should  be  included  in  the  final  tally.  The  series  is  collected 
both  for  its  numismatic  importance  as  well  as  its  bibliophilic  inter- 
est. Taken  as  a whole,  the  series  showcases  a remarkable  number  of 
important  collections  and  does  so  in  catalogues  frequently  issued  in 
special  editions  on  thick  or  large  paper  or  accompanied  by  photo- 
graphic plates. 

As  with  all  nineteenth-century  auction  cataloguers.  Woodward 
issued  his  publications  in  varying  quantities.^  This,  combined  with 
the  fact  that  retention  of  a catalogue  is  normally  proportionally 
related  to  the  general  interest  in  the  contents  of  the  catalogue, 
means  that  the  number  of  extant  copies  of  some  catalogues  is  going 
to  be  lower  than  that  of  others.  John  Adams  wrote  in  1982  that  of 

A number  of  people  have  been  of  assistance  while  gathering  informa- 
tion for  this  article,  including  John  W.  Adams,  ANS  librarian  Francis 
Campbell,  Charles  Davis,  Dave  Hirt,  George  Kolbe,  Steve  Levine,  Joel  J. 
Orosz,  the  staff  of  the  Widener  and  Tozzer  libraries  at  Harvard,  the  staff  of 
the  ANA  library  and  the  staff  of  the  Peabody  Museum.  1 also  thank  the  pri- 
vate owners  of  copies  of  Woodward's  92nd  sale  who  made  available  to  me 
information  regarding  their  copies. 

! The  best  biographical  overview  of  Woodward  is  C.  Davis,  "W.  Elliot 
Woodward,  A Few  Notes  and  New  Plates,"  The  Asylum  10/1  (1992),  pp.  13- 
21.  A good  source  of  biographical  information  on  Woodward  from  a non- 
numismatic  point  of  view  can  found  in  "A  Biography  of  W.  Elliot 
Woodward,"  by  Steve  Levine,  Woodward's  great-great-grandson,  online  at 
<http://www.geocities.com/Athens/lthaca/2594/woodward/wewoodwardbi- 
ography.html>. 

2 At  the  end  of  his  Sale  50  (The  Ralston  Collection,  October  16-18, 
1882),  Woodward  appended  a list  of  his  previous  catalogues  for  sale. 
Woodward  was  by  this  time  unable  to  provide  copies  of  Sales  1 and  7,  writ- 
ing, "for  most  of  my  sales  previous  to  No.  19,  the  editions  of  the  catalogues 
were  small,  and  several  of  them,  including  one  Boston  and  one  Providence 
Sale,  cannot  be  obtained.  Others  are  extremely  rare,  and  several  which  can 
now  be  procured  will  in  a short  time  be  amongst  the  unobtainable."  In  the 
same  catalogue,  he  offers  copies  of  Sales  13  and  15,  noting  them  to  be  "rare" 
and  copies  of  the  Betts  addendum  to  Sale  9 and  the  catalogue  of  Sale  11, 
describing  them  as  being  "very  rare." 
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the  unplated  Woodward  catalogues,  “by  far  the  rarest  are  sales  1 and 
92,  A.P.  Wylie,  the  owner  of  a famous  hoard  of  Woodward  catalogs, 
used  to  advertise  a standing  offer  to  exchange  a gold  dollar  for  either 
number  1 or  92  — and  this  was  back  in  the  days  when  a gold  dollar 
had  real  value  and  auction  catalogs  were  used  for  insulating  the 
attic!"3  Adams's  comments  of  twenty  years  ago  would  seem  to  hold 
true  today;  though  there  are  other  very  rare  Woodward  catalogues,  it 
is  debatable  whether  any  are  more  difficult  to  find  than  Sales  1 or 
92. 

The  reasons  for  the  rarity  of  the  catalogues  differ.  In  the  case  of 
Sale  1,  the  primary  explanation  is  that  it  occurred  (obviously)  very 
early  in  the  Woodward  series,  at  a time  when  one  would  not  neces- 
sarily have  retained  the  catalogue  due  to  a suspicion  of  great  things 
to  come  from  the  (unsigned)  cataloguer.  The  indifferent  quality  of 
the  catalogue  and  its  contents  would  be  another  reason  for  its  low 
retention  rate.  In  the  case  of  Sale  92,  however,  one  must  look  else- 
where for  explanations.  One  could  speculate  that  Woodward  ordered 
fewer  copies  printed  of  the  catalogue  as  it  was  not  a numismatic  sale, 
but  a sale  of  a few  collections  of  archaeological  material.  The  interest 
in  archaeological  items  would  have  been  somewhat  less  than  the 
interest  in  numismatic  material  (at  least  among  Woodward's  cus- 
tomers) and  it  is  doubtful  if  he  would  have  sent  the  catalogue  to  as 
many  people  as  he  would  have  were  the  sale  numismatic.  Even  if  he 
did  distribute  the  same  number  of  copies  of  Sale  92  as  he  did  of  the 
coin  sales,  fewer  copies  would  have  been  retained  due  to  the  lower 
interest  of  the  recipients  in  the  contents  of  the  catalogue.  However, 
Woodward  issued  a number  of  non-numismatic  sales  which  are 
nowhere  near  as  rare  as  Sale  92,  so  even  this  explanation  seems  lack- 
ing. 

Whatever  the  reason,  the  fact  remains  that  Sale  92  is  a key  of  the 
Woodward  series  and  is  well  known  for  being  a landmark  rarity 
among  nineteenth-century  auction  catalogues  issued  by  numisma- 
tists. Even  the  Harry  Bass  library,  well  regarded  for  its  comprehensive 
scope,  did  not  include  a copy  of  Sale  92. 

Bibliographic  Information 

The  catalogue's  bibliographic  information  is  as  follows: 

Woodward,  W.  Elliot.  Auction  Sale  92.  December  21-22,  1886.4 
CATALOGUE  / OF  THE  / ARCHAEOLOGICAL  COLLECTIONS  / OF  / 
Several  Prominent  American  Collectors,  / INCLUDING  / PROF.  W.M. 


3 J.  Adams,  United  States  Numismatic  Literature,  vol.  1:  Nineteenth  Century 
Auction  Catalogs  (Mission  Viejo,  1982),  p.  27.  The  Wylie  hoard  contained 
approximately  850  Woodward  catalogues. 

4 The  date  of  the  sale  was  changed  to  December  28-29,  1886,  as  noted 
on  at  least  one  copy  of  the  catalogue  (see  below  p.51). 
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LINNEY'S  KENTUCKY  COLLECTION,  REV.  PAUL  F.  / LONG'S  GEOR- 
GIA COLLECTION,  AND  THE  CELEBRATED  / SWANTON  FIND, 
VERMONT,  FROM  THE  COLLEC-  / TION  OF  MR.  H.H.  DEAN.  / Also, 
the  Cabinets  of  several  other  well  known  American  Collectors.  / 
Especially  rich  in  Prehistoric  Pipes  from  American  Local-  / ities,  and 
in  Burial  Pottery  from  the  Western  / Mounds,  from  Costa  Rica,  and 
other  / Locations  on  the  Isthmus.  / THE  FINEST  AMERICAN  COL- 
LECTION THAT  / I HAVE  EVER  YET  OFFERED.  New  York:  Messrs. 
Bangs  & Co.  T.R.  Marvin  & Son,  numismatic  printers.  54  pages,  902 
lots  plus  one  bis  (duplicvate)  lot  numbered  164a.  Olive  green  paper 
covers  (Figure  1);  title  page  printed  in  red  and  black.  24.1  by  15.2  cm 
(9.5  by  6 in.).  Collation:  D-LL^. 

Woodward  issued  his  later  catalogues  on  regular  paper  and  thick 
paper,  the  latter  reserved  for  special  editions,  which  he  issued  with 
or  without  illustrations  (plates)  for  most  of  his  sales  (large  paper 
Woodward  catalogues  are  products  of  his  earlier  years  only).  One  of 
the  problems  the  Woodward  series  presents  to  bibliophiles,  however, 
is  determining  the  quality  of  a catalogue's  paper.  While  other 
nineteenth-century  numismatic  auction  cataloguers  who  published 
special  editions  on  thick  paper  generally  noted  them  as  being  such 
(Frossard  comes  to  mind).  Woodward's  are  anonymous,  with  one 
being  obliged  to  compare  specimens  in  order  to  determine  paper  sta- 
tus. Thick  paper  Woodward  catalogues  are  printed  on  somewhat 
stiffer,  glossier  paper  than  their  more  pedestrian  counterparts. 
However,  the  quality  of  the  thick  paper  varies  considerably  over  the 
time  span  of  Woodward's  career.  Only  after  having  handled  a large 
number  of  Woodward  catalogues  can  one  determine  paper  type  by 
simple  examination  with  any  degree  of  accuracy.  Incredibly,  consid- 
ering fhe  rarity  of  the  regular  catalogue.  Sale  92  was  issued  in  both 
regular  and  thick  paper  editions,  with  the  thick  paper  edition  adver- 
tised on  page  2 of  the  catalogue  as  being  available,  priced,  after  the 
sale  for  75  cents.  The  copy  in  the  McLachlan  set  of  Woodward  cata- 
logues has  been  confirmed  as  being  on  thick  paper  and  the  copy  in 
Katen's  Sale  81  also  appears  to  be  a thick-paper  copy  (it  is  significant 
also  that  these  are  the  only  two  copies  I have  been  able  to  find 
which  are  priced).  Woodward  did  not  issue  photographic  plates  for 
the  catalogue,  though  (as  I discuss  later)  there  is  a photographic 
plate  and  a set  of  engraved  illustrations  which  are  related  to  the  sale. 

Census 

Establishing  a census  of  the  extant  copies  of  Sale  92  is  complicat- 
ed due  to  their  frequently  being  sold  or  traded  directly  from  collec- 
tor to  collector  instead  of  being  offered  for  public  sale  at  auction  or 
through  the  medium  of  a dealer's  fixed  price  list.  Why  this  is  the 
case  is  uncertain.  Fhe  point  remains,  however,  that  only  about  half 
of  the  known  extant  copies  of  Sale  92  seem  to  have  appeared  at  auc- 
tion in  the  past  forty  years  despite  most  of  them  having  traded 
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Figure  1:  The  front  cover  of  W.  Elliot  Woodward's  92nd  sale. 
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hands  during  that  time.  Charles  Davis  noted  only  the  sale  of  the 
specimen  in  the  December  1988  Kolbe  sale  of  the  Stack's  library  as 
having  taken  place  in  the  1980-1991  time  period  covered  in  his 
American  Numismatic  Literature^  Davis  later  reaffirmed  in  his  descrip- 
tion of  the  copy  in  his  September  1993  auction  that  "we  have 
records  of  only  a single  copy  being  offered  at  auction,  with  that  copy 
appearing  twice  — in  the  Stack's  library  (12/88)  as  part  of  a bound 
volume  and  later  in  the  Dennis  Mendelson  sale  (10/92)."^ 
Subsequent  years  saw  at  least  three  additional  copies  cross  the  auc- 
tion block,  with  George  Kolbe  selling  the  copy  contained  in  the 
McLachlan  set  of  Woodward  catalogues  in  December  1994,^  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries  selling  the  copy  contained  in  the  Champa  set 
of  Woodwards  in  September  1995, ^ and  Frank  Katen  selling  his  own 
copy  in  his  81st  sale  in  June  1996.9 

The  following  is  a census  of  those  copies  1 have  been  able  to 
find.  It  is  almost  certain  that  other  copies  exist,  though  it  is  likely 
that  these  yet  unknown  copies  exist  in  institutional  libraries  and  are 
therefore  off  the  market.  The  following  copies  are  listed  in  no  partic- 
ular order  (bolded  when  confirmed). 

1.  A Massachusetts  library.  Included  in  the  Robert  Wallace 
McLachlan  set  of  Woodward  catalogues.  The  McLachlan  set  has  been 
described  in  detail  by  Frank  Van  Zandt  in  The  Asylum The  set  was 
sold  through  George  Kolbe  by  the  Antiquarian  and  Numismatic 
Society  of  Montreal,  which  had  acquired  it  in  1922  with  much  of  the 
rest  of  McLachlan's  library.  Sale  92  is  present  in  Volume  14  of  the 
set,  which  contains  Sales  86  through  94.  The  catalogue  is  intact, 
with  covers  bound  in,  and  is  a thick  paper  copy  priced  in  red  ink. 
The  binding  of  the  set  was  dilapidated  when  purchased  by  the  pre- 
sent owner,  who  had  the  set  rebound  in  period  style  in  brown  quar- 
ter leather  with  gold  lettering.  Confirmed  by  present  owner,  luly  30, 
2002. 

2.  A Maryland  library.  Included  in  the  Champa  set  of 
Woodward  catalogues,  which  brought  $5,940  (including  the  buyer's 


^ C.  Davis,  American  Numismatic  Literature:  An  Annotated  Survey  of 
Auction  Sales,  1980-1991  (Lincoln,  1992),  p.  204. 

6 C.  Davis,  Auction  Sale,  September  27,  1993,  lot  234.  The  two  previous 
sales  Davis  mentions  are:  G.  Kolbe,  Auction  Sale  38,  Seventh  joint  Auction 
Sale  with  Spink,  December  10-11,  1988,  lot  282;  and  G.  Kolbe,  Auction  Sale 
52,  Dennis  Mendelson  library,  October  17,  1992,  lot  214. 

7 G.  Kolbe,  Auction  Sale  61,  December  10,  1994,  13th  Joint  Auction  Sale 
with  Spink,  lot  606. 

8 Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Tire  Armand  Champa  Library,  Part 
Three,  September  10,  1995,  lot  2640. 

9 F.  Katen,  Auction  Sale  81,  June  15,  1996,  lot  3519. 

F.  Van  Zandt,  "McLaclilan  Set  of  Woodward  Sales  Stirs  Interest,"  The 
Asylum  13/2  (1995),  pp.  13-20. 
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fee)  when  sold  at  auction  in  1995.  This  copy  of  Sale  92  is  included  in 
Volume  23  of  the  set,  which  comprises  Sales  90  through  97.  Bound 
in  blue  half  calf  with  gray  cloth  sides,  according  to  the  1995  auction 
description.  The  covers  are  bound  in  with  the  catalogue,  which, 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  set,  is  in  high  condition.  It  is  unpriced  and 
on  regular  paper.  Confirmed  by  present  owner,  September  11,  2002. 

3.  A Second  Massachusetts  library.  Ex  Jeff  Peck  library;  sold 
in  Charles  Davis's  sale  of  September  27,  1993,  lot  234,  to  the  present 
owner.  Had  formerly  been  in  the  Armand  Champa  library,  from 
which  it  went  to  Peck.  Date  changed  to  December  28-29  on  cover  in 
pencil.  A fine  copy,  bound  in  green  half  leather  and  matching  cloth. 
Unpriced.  Includes  a letter  from  Armand  Champa  to  Jeff  Peck  which 
reads:  "Dear  Jeff.  Parting  with  this  sale  breaks  my  heart  — no 
amount  of  money  could  have  purchased  this  sale,  the  rarest  of  all 
the  Woodwards,  Cal  Wilson  would  est  this  in  his  sale  at  $1,500  & it 
would  start  a war  The  great  Wylie  hoard  lacked  this  sale  Guard  this 
one  with  your  life  — if  you  ever  sell  this  sale  I want  first  refusal 
Never  seen  one  offered  — have  you.  Armand  Champa  10/1/86." 
Confirmed  by  the  present  owner,  July  27,  2002. 

4.  A New  Jersey  library.  The  copy  is  creased  slightly  on  the 
front  cover.  It  is  an  unopened,  unbound  copy,  unpriced  and 
unnamed.  The  present  owner  believes  it  to  be  on  ordinary  paper  and 
to  have  been  purchased  along  with  a long  run  of  Woodward  cata- 
logues from  Ed  Hipps  in  the  early  1970s  or  possibly  earlier. 
Confirmed  by  present  owner,  July  31,  2002  with  additional  info  in 
August. 

5.  An  Illinois  library.  This  is  the  copy  which  sold  in  George 
Kolbe's  sale  of  December  10-11,  1988,  lot  282  and  subsequently  in 
his  sale  of  the  Dennis  Mendelson  library  on  October  17,  1992.  This 
copy  was  part  of  a bound  collection  of  Woodward  catalogues 
(incomplete,  but  substantial),  which  sold  for  $2,000  in  the  1988  sale, 
but  was  rebound  on  its  own  by  Alan  Grace  in  a manner  very  similar 
to  the  Champa  set  of  Woodward  catalogues  (blue  half  calf  with  gray 
cloth  sides,  five  raised  bands,  two  crimson  labels)  prior  to  the  1992 
sale,  where  it  brought  $575  on  a $750  estimate.  The  copy  is  on  regu- 
lar paper  and  is  in  exceptionally  fine  condition.  Unpriced,  with  the 
covers  bound  in.  Confirmed  by  present  owner,  August  21  and  25, 
2002. 

6.  An  Ohio  library.  Ex  Percy  Rideout  library,  where  it  had 
probably  been  for  at  least  fifty  years.  Purchased  from  George  Kolbe, 
online  fixed  price  list  (lot  2040),  July  26,  2002.  Kolbe  noted  in  his 
description  that  this  is  "the  first  unbound  copy  we  recall  ever  having 
handled,"  though  it  is  not  the  only  extant  unbound  copy.  While 
unpriced,  this  copy  of  the  catalogue  contains  a few  pencil  notations 
throughout,  indicating  purchases  made  by  (or  for)  Thomas  Harrison 
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Garrett,  the  famous  numismatist  (1849-1888).  At  the  bottom  of  page 
23,  the  last  word  in  the  description  of  the  Vermont  collection, 
"362,"  is  changed  in  red  ink  to  "411."  Original  printed  olive  green 
wrappers  a bit  worn  and  dusty,  with  slight  chipping.  Untrimmed, 
but  opened.  Spine  worn  but  solid.  Overall,  a very  good  copy  on  regu- 
lar paper.  Confirmed  by  present  owner,  August  8,  2002. 

7.  The  ANS  library.  According  to  Francis  D.  Campbell,  ANS 
Librarian,  the  ANS  copy  is  in  very  good  condition,  is  bound  in 
library  buckram  together  with  Woodward's  other  sales  of  1886  and 
includes  the  covers.  It  is  neither  priced  nor  named.  Campbell  notes 
that  "it  may  well  be  that  the  sale  did  not  belong  to  anyone  prior  to 
being  received  by  the  Society.  1 would  think  it  was  sent  directly  from 
Woodward  to  the  Society.  However,  some  of  the  other  sales  bound 
with  the  92nd  bear  the  stamp  of  Henry  R.  Drowne,  New  York. 
Drowne  was  a Second  Vice  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Society  at 
the  time  the  sale  was  held.  He  continued  to  hold  various  offices 
until  the  1930s."  Type  of  paper  uncertain,  though  likely  regular. 
Confirmed  by  the  ANS  librarian,  July  31,  2002. 

8.  A New  Hampshire  library.  This  is  bound  with  Sales  85 
through  93  in  half  green  morocco  with  gold  imprint  on  spine  as  part 
of  a complete  set  of  Woodward  catalogues.  The  copy  is  fine,  with  no 
annotations,  names  or  prices.  Ex  John  Adams'  library.  Plain  paper. 
Confirmed  by  present  owner,  August  5,  2002. 

9.  A New  York  library.  Ex  Katen  library,  where  it  sold  for 
$278  (though  the  prices  realized  list  shows  $210).  Priced  and  appar- 
ently a thick-paper  copy  (noted  in  Katen's  description).  Unbound. 
Tear  in  cover  repaired  with  tape,  else  a good  to  very  good  copy. 
Confirmed  by  present  owner,  August  19,  2002. 

10.  The  Seeley  G.  Mudd  Library,  Numismatics  Collec- 
tion, Yale  University.  Sale  92  is  included  in  the  library's  holdings, 
which  include  nearly  90  different  Woodward  catalogues.  Most  of  the 
Woodward  sales  in  the  Yale  libraries  (including  Sale  92)  are  cata- 
logued under  the  generic  heading  "Catalogues  of  Sales  of  Coins  and 
Medals,  etc."  The  Yale  copy  is  unpriced  (and,  therefore,  presumably 
on  regular  paper,  though  this  is  unconfirmed)  and  largely  unopened. 
Confirmed  by  the  library,  January  17,  2003. 

11.  The  Widener  Library,  Harvard  University.  Unconfirmed: 
John  Adams  has  reported,  to  the  author,  discovering  the  sale  uncata- 
logued in  the  library.  Recent  searches  conducted  by  the  staff  of  the 
Widener  library  and  the  affiliated  Tozzer  library  and  Peabody 
Museum  have,  however,  proved  unable  to  locate  the  copy.  Most  like- 
ly, the  sale  is  still  uncatalogued  and  is  simply  stored  with  other 
uncatalogued  pieces  in  one  of  the  Harvard  libraries. 
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The  Sale's  Contents  and  Consignors 

As  noted  above,  the  contents  of  the  sale  are  archaeological  in 
nature  and  primarily  consist  of  native  American  implements.  There 
are  four  separate  collections  of  such  objects  represented  in  the  sale, 
at  least  two  of  which  are  openly  described  by  Woodward  as  having 
been  found  in  Indian  graves.  Interestingly,  these  items,  including 
the  entirety  of  the  "Swanton  Find,"  would  now  be  illegal  to  own 
under  the  1991  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation 
Act.  Davis  writes  in  his  1993  auction  catalogue  that  "the  depth  of 
Woodward's  knowledge  is  ably  displayed  with  meticulous  descrip- 
tions of  prehistoric  relics"  in  the  sale.  Indeed,  Woodward's  descrip- 
tion are  far  from  the  general  and  terse  comments  one  would  expect 
from  a non-specialist,  revealing  a knowledge  all  the  more  impressive 
by  its  being  held  by  a non-specialist. 

Woodward  provides  a detailed  introduction  to  the  sale  on  page  3 
of  the  catalogue.  The  first  collection  is  described  as  follows: 

"First,  the  collection  of  a reverend  gentleman,  mostly  gathered 
amongst  the  farmers  in  the  northwestern  portion  of  Georgia,  largely 
from  Cherokee  and  Gwinnett  Counties,  where  they  had  been  picked 
up  during  several  generations.  To  the  large  number  of  pipes  here 
found,  and  to  the  remarkable  translucent  discoidal  stone  particular 
attention  is  asked." 

This  collection  was  the  property  of  Rev.  Paul  F.  Long.  Long  was 
born  in  Forsyth  County,  Georgia,  in  1837,  and  moved  with  most  of 
his  family  to  Randolph  County,  Alabama,  across  the  Chattahoochee 
River  from  Georgia  somewhere  between  1850  and  1852.  He  is  listed 
in  the  1880  census  as  being  a brick  mason  and  as  having  five  chil- 
dren with  his  wife  Nancy  M.  Long.  Long  became  a Baptist  preacher, 
possibly  attached  to  Zion's  Rest  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  to  which 
some  of  his  family  belonged.  He  was  alive  as  late  as  1911,  when  he 
erected  a monument  to  his  mother,  who  had  died  in  1870. 

Woodward  described  the  second  collection  as  follows. 

Second,  the  Kentucky  collection,  gathered  by  W.  M. 
Linney,  Geologist  of  the  State  of  Kentucky.  Prof.  Linney  having 
been  engaged  for  a number  of  years  in  the  field  work  of  the 
geology  of  Kentucky,  has,  through  the  medium  of  constant 
travel  amongst  the  people  of  the  State,  enjoyed  unusual  facili- 
ties for  investigating  and  collecting  in  geology  and  mineralogy, 
as  well  as  all  other  branches  of  natural  history,  and  incidentally 
in  archaeology,  of  which  he  has  been  a close  student,  to  which 
his  various  interesting  volumes  treating  on  these  different  sub- 
jects, embodying  the  observations  of  many  years,  will  bear  him 
witness.  Amongst  the  interesting  finds  derived  from  his  collec- 


Information  on  Rev.  Paul  F.  Long  is  taken  from  the  1880  census  and 
from  "The  Longs  in  Alabama,"  by  Kathryn  Coombs,  online  at  <http;//mem- 

bers.aol.com/KLCoombs/long/alabama.html>. 
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tion,  the  most  noticeable  object  is  the  one  to  which  he  has 
assigned  the  name  'the  what  is  it/  for  want  of  a better.  To 
many  others,  perhaps  less  remarkable,  special  attention  is 
requested;  in  pipes,  particularly,  some  of  which  are  of  the  most 
extraordinary  description. 

William  Marcus  Linney,  the  consignor  of  the  second  collection 
in  the  sale,  was  born  on  January  1,  1835,  in  Boyle  County, 
Kentucky. 12  He  married  Elizabeth  (Betty)  Marrs  (born  August  9, 
1842)  on  December  11,  1856,  in  Campbellsville,  Kentucky.  Linney 
was  a Kentucky  State  Geologist  between  1882  and  1887  and  con- 
tributed to  the  Kentucky  Geological  Survey  (published  1873-1891). 
As  such,  he  was  author  of  reports  on  the  geology  of  over  a dozen 
Kentucky  counties  as  well  as  other  works  dealing  with  fossil  finds, 
that  were  published  by  the  state  between  1882  and  1887. 

It  was  his  collection  of  prehistoric  pipes  which  appears  in  the 
sale  and  which  was  apparently  purchased  in  its  entirety  by  T.H. 
Garrett.  Linney  died  less  than  a year  after  the  sale  of  his  collection, 
on  September  22,  1887.  According  to  Linney's  grandson,  James  Erie 
Linney,  "my  grandfather  was  retained,  in  his  capacity  as  a geologist 
by  Mr.  Daniel  Lawson  Moore  of  Harrodsburg,  Ky.,  to  accompany 
him  on  a geological  inspection  trip  to  Colorado  during  the  summer 
of  1887.  ...  He  was  taken  ill  from  drinking  impure  water  on  this  trip, 
which  resulted  in  his  death."  Betty  Linney  outlived  her  husband  by 
over  thirty-five  years,  dying  on  June  22,  1924,  also  in  Harrodsburg. 
Both  she  and  her  husband  are  buried  there. 

Illustrations  Related  to  the  Sale 

As  interesting  as  the  first  two  collections  contained  in  the  sale 
are,  however,  there  are  very  good  reasons  why  the  third  and  fourth 
collections  should  be  of  even  greater  interest  to  the  numismatic  bib- 
liophile. For  concerning  these  two  collections,  one  photographic 
plate  and  a series  of  seventeen  engraved  illustrations  were  prepared 
— though  not  by  Woodward  — illustrating  some  examples  of  the 
two  collections. 

Woodward  describes  the  third  collection  of  the  sale  in  his  intro- 
duction on  page  3:  "Third,  among  the  collections  here  referred  to, 
that  known  as  the  'Swanton,  Vt.  find,'  discovered  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Dean, 
is  by  far  the  most  interesting  and  the  most  extraordinary.  A full 
account  of  these  objects,  drawn  up  by  Prof.  Perkins  of  the  University 
of  Vermont,  Burlington,  is  very  valuable,  particularly  as  it  is  accom- 
panied by  drawings  and  is  scientifically  accurate." 

'2  Information  on  William  Marcus  Linney  was  found  by  searching  the 
Library  of  Congress  online  catalogue  and  in  J.E.  Linney,  The  Linney  Family 
(Harrodsburg,  1974),  available  online  at  <http://linney.ourfamily.com/con- 
tents/tlf  /main.html>. 

•2  Linney,  op.  cit.  <http://linney.ourfamily.com/contents/tlf/chapter- 
9.html>. 
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Woodward  provides  more  detail  on  this  "Swanton  find"  and  the 
set  of  engravings  illustrating  the  items  comprising  it  on  page  23, 
where  he  notes  that  "At  the  meeting  of  the  American  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science,  held  at  Portland,  Me.,  Aug.,  1873,  Prof. 
Geo.  H.  Perkins  of  Burlington,  Vt.,  read  before  the  association  an 
able  and  lengthy  paper  on  the  subject,  describing  the  location  and 
the  objects  found,  with  seventeen  illustrated  engravings.  This  paper 
is  contained  in  the  volume  of  the  transactions  for  that  year,  and  1 
would  be  glad  to  reproduce  it  here  if  space  permitted." 

It  is  a pity,  indeed,  that  space  did  not  so  permit.  The  engravings 
can  be  found  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  American  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science  for  1873. 

Finally,  and  perhaps  most  dramatically.  Woodward  tells  us  of  the 
existence  of  a photographic  plate  illustrating  examples  from  the 
fourth  and  final  collection:  "a  collection  of  prehistoric  pottery,  from 
the  old  Indian  graves  at  Guatuzo,  near  Carthago,  Costa  Rica,  the 
work  of  a people  extinct  for  between  three  and  four  hundred  years. 
These  objects  are  all  most  rare  and  interesting.  A photographic  plate, 
illustrating  more  than  fifty  of  the  objects,  8 by  10  inches  in  size,  can 
be  obtained  by  addressing  Frederic  Stearns  & Co.,  Detroit,  Michigan, 
and  enclosing  50c.  therefor." 

Woodward  provides  us  with  a better  idea  of  the  circumstances 
surrounding  this  plate  on  page  32  of  the  sale,  in  his  introduction  to 
a collection  of  burial  mound  pottery  from  Central  America:  "This 
pottery  and  these  stone  objects  are  only  found  in  graves;  their 
authenticity  and  genuineness  is  vouched  for  by  official  documents 
of  the  Costa  Rica  government,  signed  and  sealed  under  oath  by  the 
collector  and  attested  by  numerous  official  signatures,  including  that 
of  the  United  States  consul.  The  specimens  here  offered  are  represen- 
tative, and  illustrate  the  various  classes  into  which  the  collection  is 
naturally  divided.  The  different  classes  are  illustrated  on  the  photo- 
graphic plate  referred  to  in  the  preface.  The  collection  is  a consign- 
ment to  Frederic  Stearns  & Co.,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  on  whose  account 
they  are  now  sold." 

The  photographic  plate,  then,  was  put  together  by  the  consignor 
and  not  by  Woodward;  hence,  it  cannot  be  held  to  be  an  integral 
part  of  the  sale,  though  it  is  certainly  affiliated  with  it.  The  notion 
that  a mere  fifty  cents'  expenditure  could  have  provided  us  with  a 
photographically  illustrated  Woodward  Sale  92  is,  perhaps,  too 
painful  to  contemplate,  but  there  is,  of  course,  always  the  possibility 
that  one  will  turn  up. 

Garrett,  Woodward  and  Sale  92 

Correspondence  has  been  published  between  Woodward  and  T. 
Harrison  Garrett  which  includes  a letter  touching  on  the  subject  of 
Sale  92.  In  a masterful  article  published  in  three  consecutive  issues  of 
The  Numismatist,  Carl  Carlson  transcribes  a letter  from  Woodward  to 
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Garrett  dated  Monday,  December  20,  188614  in  which  he  encourages 
Garrett  to  peruse  the  catalogue  carefully  and  points  out  several  lots 
in  which  he  feels  Garrett  should  take  an  interest.  (The  first  several 
paragraphs  of  the  letter  appertain  to  a shipment  of  medals 
Woodward  sent  to  Garrett  and  are  not  reproduced  here.)  Carlson's 
transcription  of  Woodward's  letter  follows: 

Passing  now  to  the  subject  of  Archaeology,  1 mailed  you 
Saturday  [December  18]  another  catalogue  of  my  92d  Sale. 
Referring  you  to  the  catalogue  itself  1 beg  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  following  numbers;  many  that  1 do  not  mention  are 
equally  noticeable  and  desirable.  1 may  say  that  to  get  together 
such  a number  of  rarities  would  require  the  ransacking  of  all 
American  collections.  I send  you  a catalogue  with  the  numbers 
marked  thus  +.  Those  marked  with  2 or  more  crosses  I deem 
especially  worthy  of  notice.  [A  list  of  lot  numbers  follows  with- 
out comment.] 

Should  you  choose  to  favor  my  sale  with  an  order,  I will 
endeavor  to  obtain  all  that  you  may  require  and  to  obtain  them 
at  the  lowest  possible  prices  . . . 

Happily,  the  Garrett  archives  at  the  American  Numismatic 
Society  Library  now  contain  the  letter  transcribed  by  Carlson,  allow- 
ing us  to  fill  in  the  lot  numbers  Carlson  thought  not  worth  the 
bother  of  including  in  his  article  (Figure  2).  Although  the  letter  is 
somewhat  confusing  and  in  one  place  slightly  blurred  or  ill-blotted, 
the  following  lot  numbers  are  clear  (commas  added  for  clarity): 

54  - 56  - 78  [page  break]  102,  103,  122,  134,  135,  141  to 
153,  160,  161,  162,  163,  164,  198,  199,  200,  202,  210  to  214, 
215  to  251,  259,  267,  268,  269,  270,  271,  272,  273  to  278,  288, 
289  to  297,  299,  301  to  411  inclusive,  [number  blotted  or 
crossed  out]  732,  733,  736,  754,  800,  818,  899,  900,  901. 

Comparing  this  letter  to  a copy  of  the  catalogue  allows  us  to  gain 
a better  understanding  of  Garrett's  archaeological  collecting  habits 
as  well  as  of  Woodward's  salesmanship.  The  lot  numbers  correspond 


14  C.W.A.  Carlson,  "Woodward  and  Garrett:  An  Historical  Study  of  the 
Relationship  between  a Professional  Dealer  and  a Prominent  Numismatist  in 
the  1880's  [sicl,"  The  Numismatist  93  (1980),  pp.  43-50,  285-305,  555-568; 
the  letter  is  printed  on  p.  568.  Carlson's  article  is  an  otherwise  wonderful 
resource  which  is  sadly  crippled  by  the  lack  of  a bibliography  of  his  sources. 

Note  that  the  fact  that  Woodward  is  writing  Garrett  one  day  prior  to  the 
date  of  the  sale  stated  on  the  cover  is  a good  indication  that  the  sale  date 
was  indeed  postponed  until  December  28-29,  1886,  as  indicated  by  the  note 
on  the  cover  of  the  copy  in  the  second  Massachusetts  library.  Even  if  mail 
were  able  to  be  delivered  in  one  day,  Woodward  would  be  writing  from 
Roxbury  to  Garrett  in  Baltimore  about  a sale  in  New  York  to  which  Garrett 
was  sending  an  agent  — the  logistics  of  which  combined  would  make  the 
letter  useless  if  the  date  of  the  sale  were  not  later  than  stated. 
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Figure  2:  Excerpts  from  Woodward's  letter  to  T.  Harrison  Garrett  of 
December  20,  1886  pertaining  to  Woodward's  92nd  sale  (used  with 
the  permission  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society). 
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to  many  of  the  finest  objects  available  in  the  sale;  as  one  might 
expect;  a wide  array  of  artifacts  including  discoidal,  conical  and 
other  shaped  stones,  beadwork,  celts  (similar  to  hatchets),  mound 
pottery,  axes,  spades,  utensils  made  of  bone,  stone  and  shell, 
wampum,  copper  spools  and  many  other  items.  Woodward  included 
in  his  list  the  most  extensively  described  objects  in  the  catalogue  as 
well  as  a few  lots  which  sound  relatively  unimportant  in  the  cata- 
logue but  which  must  have  been  remarkable  specimens. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  Garrett's  actual  purchases  in  this  sale 
reflect  his  acquisition  philosophy  in  numismatics.  Woodward  rec- 
ommended to  him  the  best  items  in  the  sale,  but  Garrett,  whose 
means  would  certainly  have  allowed  him  to  do  so,  did  not  simply 
purchase  the  recommended  items  in  bulk,  but  skimmed  the  cream 
once  again,  purchasing  only  the  finest  of  the  finest  available  in  the 
sale.  According  to  the  copy  of  the  sale  in  an  Ohio  library,  Garrett's 
actual  purchases  at  the  sale  included  the  entirety  of  W.M.  Linney's 
collection  of  prehistoric  pipes  (lots  215-251),  as  well  as  lots  319  (a 
copper  spool  with  thread  fibers),  349  (a  stone  tube,  part  of  the 
Swanton  find),  351  (another  tube,  given  a full  page  of  description  by 
Woodward)  and  409  (a  rare  copper  chisel).  All  of  these  had  been  rec- 
ommended by  Woodward. 

Contemporary  Accounts 

There  is  little  or  no  mention  of  the  sale  in  the  numismatic  press 
of  the  time.  Ebenezer  Locke  Mason  did  not  issue  a periodical  in 
1886.  Frossard's  Niimisma  had  recently  begun  to  be  issued  on  a high- 
ly irregular  basis  at  the  time  of  the  sale:  the  Vol.  10,  No.  1 (October 
1,  1886)  issue  made  no  mention  of  the  upcoming  Woodward  auc- 
tion; the  next  issue  didn't  appear  until  January  1888  and  brought 
the  reader  up  to  date  on  only  Frossard's  own  auctions.  The  American 
Journal  of  Numismatics  noted  in  the  January  1887  issue  that  "Two 
very  large  and  choice  collections  of  an  archaeological  character  have 
lately  been  sold,  one  by  Mr.  Frossard,  the  other  by  Dr.  Woodward. 
Notices  of  these,  which  we  have  prepared,  and  other  sales,  must  be 
postponed  till  our  next. "is  The  promised  review,  however,  appearing 
in  the  next  issue,  skips  to  Woodward's  Sale  93  (a  numismatic  sale), 
only  covering  the  Frossard  archaeological  sale  (his  Sale  62). is  Scott's 
Coin  Collector's  Journal  also  made  no  mention  of  the  sale. 

Conclusion 

Woodward's  Sale  92  is  interesting  for  a number  of  reasons,  not 
the  least  of  which  is  the  rarity  of  the  sale.  However,  to  focus  solely 


IS  "Coin  Sales,"  American  Joiinial  of  Numismatics  21/3  Clauuary  1887), 
p.  71. 

•s  "Coin  Sales,"  American  Joiinial  of  Numismatics  21/4  (April  1887), 
p.  95. 
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on  the  sale's  rarity  is  to  lose  sight  of  its  importance  in  the  Woodward 
series.  Although  not  a numismatic  sale,  the  breadth  of  knowledge 
displayed  by  the  cataloguer  implies  that  Woodward  the  numismatist 
saw  this  type  of  sale  as  being  just  as  important  as  its  coin  related 
brethren.  This,  in  turn,  implies  a connection  between  the  archaeo- 
logical material  herein  described  and  the  numismatic  material 
described  in  the  bulk  of  Woodward's  sales,  a connection  which 
emphasizes  the  point  that  nineteenth-century  coin  researchers  were 
more  likely  than  we  are  today  to  consider  numismatics  an  actual  sci- 
ence, one  closely  related  to  other  fields  of  scientific  inquiry  and 
investigation.  As  1 hope  the  above  has  demonstrated,  William  Elliot 
Woodward  was  a man  conversant  on  a number  of  different  topics 
and  highly  skilled  in  more  than  a few  technical  areas.  Whatever  the 
reason  for  the  rarity  of  his  92nd  sale,  it  is  not  because  of  uninterest- 
ing material  or  mediocre  cataloguing. 


About  the  Cover: 

A Union  of  Three  Numismatic  Scholars 

By  E.  Tomlinson  Fort 


This  issue's  cover  is  a photo  of  the  obverse  of  a gold  solidus 
struck  in  the  name  of  the  Merovingian  ruler  Theodebert  1 of  Metz 
(AD  534-548).  It  is  from  a plate  in  Maurice  Prou's  Inventaire  sommaire 
des  rnotmaies  merovingiennes  de  la  collection  d'Amecourt  acquises  par  la 
Bibliotheqiie  Nationale  (Paris,  1890)  that  was  published  by  the  firm  of 
Rollin  & Feuardent  [Figure  1].  The  particular  copy  from  which  the 
image  comes  resides  in  the  author's  collection  and  represents  a 
unique  "meeting"  of  three  of  the  greatest  numismatists  of  the  late 
nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  centuries  — the  vicomte  Ponton 
d'Amecourt,  Maurice  Prou  and  Ernest  Babelon.i 

The  monograph  is  a repaginated  reprint  of  an  article  that  was 
serialized  in  Revue  niimismatiqiie  that  same  year.2  How  many  copies 
were  printed  the  author  has  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  However, 
considering  that  the  work  was  available  in  a leading  journal  one  sus- 
pects that  few  copies  were  printed.  The  book  was  probably  intended 
by  Rollin  & Feuardent  to  be  a supplement  to  their  auction  catalogue 
of  d'Amecourt's  collection,^  thus  giving  those  interested  a complete 
record  of  the  vicomte's  Merovingian  coins. ^ 

Gustave,  vicomte  de  Ponton  d'Amecourt  (1825-1888)  was  the 
classic  nineteenth-century  gentleman-scholar.  Over  a period  of  more 
than  thirty  years  he  amassed  a collection  of  almost  2,000 
Merovingian  coins,  the  largest  private  collection  ever  known. ^ He 

Much  of  the  information  for  this  work  is  taken  from  J.  Lafaiirie,  "La 
Revue  niimismatiqiie  a 150  ans,"  Revue  mimismatique^  28  (1986),  pp.  7-50. 

1 The  book  was  acquired  from  Kolbe-Spink  Sale  No.  7,  December  10, 
1988,  lot  619.  Its  previous  history  is  unrecorded. 

2 M.  Prou,  "Inventaire  sommaire  des  monnaies  merovingiennes  de  la 
collection  d'Amecourt  acquises  par  la  Bibliotheqiie  Nationale,"  Revue  mimis- 
matiqiie^  8 (1890),  pp.  145-240,  273-357. 

^ Rollin  & Feuardent,  June  9,  1890. 

^ For  those  who  need  some  historical  placement,  the  Merovingians  are 
the  dynasty  of  Frankish  kings  who  ruled  what  is  now  France,  as  well  as  por- 
tions of  Germany,  Italy,  Switzerland  and  Spain,  between  the  collapse  of  the 
western  Roman  Empire  and  751.  The  best  historical  survey  in  English  is  I. 
Wood,  The  Merovingian  Kingdoms  450-751  (Harlow,  1994).  The  coinage  from 
this  period  is  one  of  the  most  complex  in  Europe,  largely  because  of  a lack  of 
hoards  and  the  fact  that  few  coins  bear  the  name  of  rulers;  rather,  most  have 
only  the  names  of  mints  and  moneyers,  of  both  of  which  literally  hundreds 
were  active  at  times.  The  best  survey  in  English  of  this  fascinating  series  is  P. 
Grierson  and  M.  Blackburn,  Medieval  European  Coinage,  vol.  1:  The  Early 
Middle  A^cs  (5th  -lOth  Centuries)  (Cambridge,  1986),  pp.  81-154. 

5 Since  d'Amecourt's  death  only  two  Merovingian  collections  of  any 
significant  size  have  come  onto  the  market:  the  first  consisted  of  some  158 
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also  authored  a number  of  books  and  articles  dealing  with  early 
medieval  French  numismatics  and  made  his  collection  available  to 
any  interested  scholar. ^ While  many  of  his  theories  have  been  dis- 
proved by  later  research,  his  work  was  groundbreaking  in  showing 
the  depth  and  complexities  of  the  Merovingian  series.  After  his 
death,  the  Cabinet  des  Medailles  at  the  Bibliotheque  National  (BN) 
in  Paris  was  offered  the  first  opportunity  to  purchase  coins  from  the 
collection.  A special  grant  of  180,000  francs  was  made  by  the  French 
government  so  that  the  BN  was  able  to  buy  1,131  coins,  almost  40% 
of  the  coins  listed  in  Prou's  famous  catalogue  of  the  national  collec- 
tion which  appeared  only  two  years  later. ^ 

The  author  of  this  book,  Maurice  Prou  (1861-1930)  [Figure  2] 
was  trained  as  a paleographer  but  entered  the  Cabinet  des  Medailles 
in  the  early  1880s.  Between  1884  and  1891  he  published  a number 
of  important  articles  on  the  Merovingian  series  as  he  was  working  to 
complete  his  catalogue  of  the  national  collection.  When  one  com- 
pares the  listings  in  this  work  with  those  used  in  the  BN  catalogue  it 
is  quickly  apparent  that  this  book  is  a work  in  progress.  The 
Merovingian  gold  coins  are  divided  into  four  basic  groups:  the 
pseudo-imperial  series  (those  in  the  name  of  a Byzantine  emperor, 
nos.  1-14);  those  in  the  name  of  a Merovingian  king  (nos.  15-42); 
those  struck  at  a palace  mint  (nos.  43-53);  and  those  bearing  only 
the  name  of  a mint  and/or  moneyer  (nos.  54-968).  In  the  last  group 
the  mints  and  moneyers  are  rarely  identified  and  are  listed  alphabet- 
ically according  to  the  obverse  legend.  The  silver  deniers  (nos.  969- 
1129)  have  a bit  more  information  regarding  mint  and  moneyer 
attribution.  The  work  ends  with  one  bronze  piece  and  another  of 

lead,  neither  of  which  were 
produced  by  the  Merovingians. 

However,  what  really  makes 
this  particular  copy  of  the  book 
unique  is  the  inscription  on  the 
fly-leaf:  "a  mon  cher  ami  E. 
Babelon  souvenir  affectueux  et 
reconnaissant  Maurice  Prou  3 
Oct.  90."  (to  my  dear  friend  E. 
Babelon,  with  affection  and 
gratitude  Maurice  Prou  3 Oct- 
ober 1890)  [Figure  3]. 

pieces,  (Miinzen  und  Medaillen,  Auction  8,  December  8,  1946,  lots  305-463), 
wliile  the  second  consisted  of  98  coins  (Miinzen  und  Medaillen,  Auction  81, 
September  18,  1995,  lots  901-998). 

6 A listing  of  his  works  can  be  found  in  Grierson  and  Blackburn  (1986) 
p.  341. 

7 M.  Prou,  Les  numnaies  merovini^ienues  (CAitalo^iie  iks  mommies  fran^mise 
de  hi  Bibliotheque  Natiomde)  (Paris,  1892). 

^ E.  Babelon,  Le  truite  des  mommies  grecqiies  et  romaines,  4 vols.  (Paris, 


a: 


y 

Figure  3:  Prou's  Dedication 


Figure  2:  Maurice  Prou  Figure  4:  Ernest  Babelon 
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Ernest  Babelon  (1854-1924)  [Figure  4]  was  perhaps  the  greatest 
classical  numismatist  of  the  late  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  cen- 
turies. Joining  the  Cabinet  des  Medailles  shortly  after  he  graduated 
from  I'Ecole  des  Chartes  in  1878,  he  authored  numerous  books  on 
Greek  and  Roman  coins  which  remain  standard  references  to  this 
day.  The  most  famous  of  these  books  is  Le  traite  des  mommies  grecques 
et  romaines.^  Sadly,  he  did  not  live  to  finish  this  monumental  study, 
but  after  almost  a century  it  remains  one  of  the  essential  works  on 
ancient  coinages.  While  primarily  interested  in  the  coinages  of  the 
Graeco-Roman  world,  his  numismatic  interests  did,  on  occasion, 
venture  into  the  Merovingian  and  Carolingian  periods. ^ Thus,  he 
must  surely  have  appreciated  Prou's  gift. 

This  volume  is  a unique  link  between  these  three  giants  among 
numismatists  of  a century  ago.  It  unites  d'Amecourt's  collection 
with  Prou's  scholarship  and  Babelon's  personal  library  and  thus  is  a 
physical  and  intellectual  link  between  these  men  and  us  today. 


1901-33).  Sadly,  the  work  was  never  finished  beyond  the  coinages  of  the 
classical  Greeks,  but  for  those  interested  in  this  period  it  remains  an  essen- 
tial reference. 

9 See  for  example:  E.  Babelon,  "La  silique  romaine,  le  sou,  et  le  denier  de 
la  loi  des  Francs  saliens,"  Revue  munisiruitique^  5 (1901),  pp.  325-347. 


Candidate  Bios  for  the 
2003  Election  of  Officers  for  the 
Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 

Editor's  Note 

Below  are  the  statements  sent  in  by  all  those  who  wished  to 
stand  as  candidates  for  the  NBS  Board  of  Trustees  for  2003-2005. 
Needless  to  say  they  form  a truly  impressive  group  and  the  voter's 
choice  will  not  always  be  an  easy  one.  1 have  edited  these  statements 
as  little  as  possible,  since  it  is  my  belief  that  in  something  this 
important  the  candidates  should  be  allowed  to  speak  for  themselves. 

The  offices  and  candidates  are  as  follows: 

• President  — Pete  Smith 

• Vice  President  — John  Adams 

• Secretary /Treasurer  — W.  David  Perkins,  Stephen  B.  Pradier 

• The  NBS  Board  — Phil  Carrigan,  Howard  A.  Daniel,  John 
Kraljevich,  Karl  Moulton,  Joel  J.  Orosz,  P.  Scott  Rubin,  Tom  Sheehan, 
David  Sklow. 

1 have  listed  the  candidates  alphabetically  with  the  office  for 
which  they  are  standing  following  after  the  name.  Please  remember 
that  your  ballot  must  be  received  by  June  30,  so  do  not  put  off  send- 
ing it. 

John  W.  Adams  (Vice  President) 

The  author  of  United  States  Numismatic  Literature,  volumes  I and  II. 

Phil  Carrigan  (Board) 

Phil  is  married  to  Mary  Clare  and  has  one  adult  child,  Erin.  He 
earned  the  Ph.D.  degree  from  the  University  of  Connecticut  and  is 
employed  by  a large  pharmaceutical  company  as  a scientist. 

He  began  to  collect  coins  at  the  age  of  eight  and  has  continued 
this  pursuit  since  that  time.  Phil  is  a life  member  of  the  ANA  and 
ANS,  president  of  the  Barber  Coin  Collector's  Society  and  a member 
of  many  specialty  collector  groups.  His  main  collecting  interests  lie 
in  the  US  Barber  and  Bust  half  dimes  series,  and  in  Canadian  deci- 
mal coinage  and  colonial  tokens.  He  has  an  extensive  library  with 
particular  emphasis  on  references  with  significant  Canadian  content. 

Phil  has  been  a member  of  NBS  for  nearly  ten  years  and  is  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  objectives  and  key  role  this  group  plays  in 
numismatics. 

Howard  A.  Daniel  (Board) 

The  Daniel  Family  arrived  in  what  is  now  Middlesex  County, 
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Virginia,  in  1624.  No,  Howard  was  not  born  then  but  about  317 
years  later.  There  are  several  strong  family  traits,  and  two  of  them 
are  to  keep  good  records  of  the  family  history  and  objects,  and  to 
enjoy  reading  books. 

While  he  was  in  elementary  school,  he  had  rheumatic  fever  and 
was  bedridden  for  many  years.  During  this  time,  his  parents  intro- 
duced him  to  the  Great  Books  series,  and  they  bought  foreign 
stamps,  coins  and  paper  money  at  a local  Farmer's  Market  for  him. 
His  first  coin  was  a Spanish-Philippines  50  centavos. 

Later,  he  enlisted  in  the  Army  and  attended  the  Finance  School. 
This  school  taught  every  finance  clerk  to  keep  good  records,  and  to 
read  and  memorize  all  of  the  regulation  and  directive  updates.  This 
reinforced  Howard's  heritage  of  keeping  good  records  and  saving 
things,  and  reading,  reading  and  more  reading.  Shortly  thereafter,  he 
was  into  computers  and  communications  in  many  fields,  but  pri- 
marily intelligence  and  command  and  control  systems.  This  required 
him  to  write  many  of  the  documentation  standards,  directives  and 
regulations  required  to  operate  and  maintain  the  systems  he  often 
designed  and/or  programmed. 

In  1964,  he  was  challenged  to  collect  and  write  about 
Vietnamese  cash-style  coins  from  the  10th  century  to  1945.  He 
accepted  but  added  all  of  Southeast  Asia.  His  Spanish-Philippines  50 
centavos  started  his  collection,  and  he  sold  his  U.S.  collection.  Then 
he  started  searching  for  Southeast  Asian  numismatic  and  exonumia 
pieces  and  related  books.  At  first,  it  was  very  slim  pickings,  but  he 
was  more  successful  in  Europe  and  Asia  than  in  the  U.S.  And  he 
started  discovering  other  numismatists  interested  in  Southeast  Asia 
and  nearby  areas.  They  led  him  to  many  new  sources,  and  they  and 
his  wife,  Phung,  encouraged  him  to  start  writing.  He  has  written 
four  books  and  hundreds  of  articles  and  columns,  and  his  library 
now  has  about  2000  hardbound  books  and  about  10,000  periodical 
pages.  He  and  Phung  built  a new  home  with  a library  room  just  a 
few  years  ago,  but  his  new  purchases  are  now  overflowing  from  it. 
Bookcases  to  the  ceiling  are  now  planned  to  get  them  off  the  floor! 

Howard  is  a member  of  only  a dozen  numismatic  and  related 
organizations,  but  he  only  belongs  to  those  he  can  contribute  some- 
thing to.  He  strongly  believes  in  the  fellowship  of  numismatists,  and 
the  sharing  of  information  with  everyone.  David  Harper  of  World 
Coin  News  hired  him  several  years  ago  to  write  a Southeast  Asia  col- 
umn. As  a result,  Howard  has  really  spread  his  knowledge  of 
Southeast  Asia  around  the  world,  and  many  numismatists  have  also 
shared  their  knowledge  with  him. 

If  elected  to  the  NBS  Board  of  Trustees,  he  would  continue  to 
share  his  knowledge,  especially  to  young  and  new  numismatic  bib- 
liophiles. He  would  also  continue  to  encourage  more  numismatists 
to  write  articles  and  references  about  their  specialties,  and  he  would 
like  to  see  the  many  small  clubs  around  the  U.S.  and  its  territories 
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consolidate  their  libraries  into  major  society  libraries  where  they  can 
be  better  taken  care  of,  and  also  made  available  and  loaned  out  via 
mail  back  to  their  members  and  to  others  worldwide.  He  would  also 
like  to  encourage  individuals,  clubs  and  societies  to  contribute  the 
monies  necessary  for  the  rare  and  scarce  numismatic,  exonumia,  and 
related  references  to  be  placed  online,  so  they  can  be  read  without 
the  possible  damage  or  loss  of  the  remaining  copies. 

John  Kraljevich  (Board) 

I've  become  my  own  worst  nightmare:  an  incumbent.  In  any 
case,  the  chance  to  play  a role  in  the  NBS  decision  making  process 
has  been  a most  enjoyable  experience  in  large  part  because  of  the 
other  members  of  the  Board,  and  I'd  be  happy  to  serve  another  term 
should  the  membership  see  fit.  Coin  books  surround  me  during 
most  of  my  waking  hours  and  serve  as  my  landscape,  my  tools  of 
trade,  and,  still,  my  diversions.  I get  to  write  auction  catalogues  and 
play  with  coins  for  a living,  and  I feel  lucky  to  be  able  to  create  a 
printed  work  that  might  actually  serve  a purpose  after  the  coins  are 
sold.  I enjoy  writing  and  exhibit  judging,  in  addition  to  collecting 
various  sorts  of  this  and  that.  My  numismatic  literature  collecting 
tastes  include  letters  and  manuscripts  from  famous  American  numis- 
matists and  American  auction  catalogues.  I attend  many  major  con- 
ventions, including  the  annual  ANA,  and  Tm  happy  to  help  pro- 
mote NBS  in  any  way  possible. 

Karl  Moulton  (Board) 

I have  been  active  in  American  coinage  as  a collector,  a coin 
dealer  and  presently  as  a numismatic  literature  dealer,  having  been 
in  that  business  since  1995.  The  NBS  is  a growing  organization  with 
hundreds  of  dedicated  members.  There  is  no  reason  that  it  can't 
soon  have  a thousand  members  if  awareness  to  the  collecting  public 
is  actively  promoted.  This  would  be  one  of  my  main  goals  in  becom- 
ing a Board  member.  I would  also  support  the  efforts  to  assist  the 
ANS  with  the  Francis  Campbell  Library  Chair  project. 

Since  its  formation  in  1980,  the  NBS  has  lost  several  of  its  early 
members  due  to  death.  In  order  for  any  organization  to  grow,  it 
needs  to  replace  its  leadership  with  active  and  concerned  people.  If 
elected,  I would  work  with  the  other  Board  members  to  promote  the 
NBS  as  an  interesting  and  notable  organization. 

As  a researcher,  writer,  and  historian,  I believe  there  is  much  for 
the  numismatic  community  to  learn,  and  that  literature,  in  all  of  its 
forms,  is  the  true  key  in  obtaining  this  knowledge. 

Joel  J.  Orosz  (Board) 

I am  seeking  re-election  to  the  NBS  Board  of  Trustees  because  I 
believe  that  my  experience  can  be  a valuable  asset  to  the  Board  and 
to  the  club  during  a time  of  transition  in  our  leadership.  I am  charter 
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member  #59  of  the  NBS,  Life  Member  #3,  and  currently  the  longest- 
serving  member  of  the  Board,  having  served  continuously  since  the 
late  1980s.  If  elected,  I will  work  to  increase  membership  in  the  NBS, 
to  seek  a broader  base  of  authors  for  The  Asylum,  and  to  augment  the 
already  substantial  financial  position  of  the  club.  Finally,  I will  serve 
as  the  "institutional  memory"  of  the  NBS,  both  as  a Board  member  if 
elected,  and  as  the  club's  appointed  historian. 

W.  David  Perkins  (Secretary /Treasurer) 

W.  David  Perkins  is  a collector,  student  and  researcher  of  the 
early  United  States  silver  dollars  1794-1803.  Dave  also  collects  tokens 
and  numismatic  literature,  especially  books,  catalogs  and  documents 
pertaining  to  the  great  early  silver  dollar  collections  and  collectors. 

Dave  is  Treasurer  of  the  John  Reich  Collector's  Society  (JRCS).  In 
addition  to  NBS,  Dave  is  a member  of  numerous  numismatic  organi- 
zations and  clubs  including  the  ANA,  ANS,  JRCS,  NLG,  EAC,  TAMS, 
CWTS,  NOW  and  others.  He  has  authored  over  two  dozen  articles 
for  the  John  Reich  Journal  as  well  as  articles  published  in  The 
Asylum,  TAMS  Journal,  Civil  War  Token  Journal,  Talkin'  Tokens  and 
NOW.  His  articles  have  earned  awards  from  NLG,  JRCS,  TAMS, 
Talkin'  Tokens  and  NOW.  His  interest  in  Civil  War  Store  Cards  (or 
tokens)  started  with  a discovery  that  his  great-great  grandfather 
issued  two  Detroit,  Michigan  Civil  War  tokens  in  1863. 

Dave  was  a consultant  to  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  in  the 
cataloguing  of  the  Eliasberg  early  silver  dollars.  He  has  catalogued 
three  large  early  silver  dollar  collections  offered  for  sale  at  public 
auction  over  the  last  two  years.  He  was  a major  contributor  to  and 
wrote  the  introduction  for  Jules  Reiver's  new  book  The  United  States 
Early  Silver  Dollars  1794  to  1803.  He  has  spoken  on  the  early  dollars 
at  a number  of  ANA  Numismatic  Theatres  and  has  taught  a class  on 
the  dollars  at  the  ANA  Summer  Conference.  He  was  the  main  speak- 
er for  the  NBS  Annual  Meeting  at  the  2000  ANA  Convention, 
Philadelphia  ("The  Ostheimers  of  Philadelphia  and  Their 
Extraordinary  Collection  of  Silver  Dollars"). 

Professionally,  Dave  is  General  Manager  for  a software  and  ser- 
vices group  of  a large  financial  services  firm  located  in  Milwaukee. 

Stephen  B.  Pradier  (Secretary /Treasurer) 

1 am  currently  employed  with  Pinkerton  Computer  Consultants, 
Inc.  (PCCl),  in  Alexandria,  Virginia.  1 am  a senior  systems  analyst 
currently  working  on  a multi-year  contract  assignment  for  the 
Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corporation  (FDIC)  in  Arlington,  Virginia. 
I have  been  with  PCCI  for  over  five  years.  Prior  to  that  1 worked  for 
the  National  Rural  Electric  Cooperative  Association,  located  in 
Arlington,  Virginia,  where  I was  employed  for  25  years.  1 am  origi- 
nally from  Columbus,  Ohio  and  moved  to  Virginia  in  the  early 
1970s.  1 recently  moved  to  the  very  small  town  of  Dumfries, 
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Virginia,  which  is  about  30  miles  south  of  Washington,  DC.  I am  52 
years  old  and  have  been  a member  of  the  NBS  since  1999.  I am  cur- 
rently a member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  American 
Numismatic  Society,  Royal  Numismatic  Society  and  British 
Numismatic  Society.  1 have  been  a coin  collector  since  1973.  My 
interests  are  Morgan  silver  dollars,  $20  Liberties,  UK  silver  crowns, 
gold  sovereigns  and  hammered  coins.  1 also  am  a Bronze  contributor 
to  the  ANA  Headquarters  Renovation  Fund  and  contribute  to  the 
ANA  as  1 can.  1 have  always  owned  books,  but  have  been  an  avid 
numismatic  literature  collector  since  1998.  As  a result  of  my  interest 
in  numismatic  literature,  I have  come  to  know  quite  a few  other 
members  of  the  NBS.  Although  I have  not  met  them  in  person,  1 
have  dealt  with  them  on  a fairly  regular  basis  and  feel  as  though  1 
know  them,  even  those  overseas. 

P.  Scott  Rubin  (Board) 

My  name  is  P.  Scott  Rubin,  although  at  times  my  name  is  print- 
ed as  Scott  Rubin  or  Philip  Scott  Rubin.  I am  a life  member  of  the 
NBS  and  Board  member  since  the  late  1980s.  During  most  of  the 
1990s  1 was  President  of  the  NBS.  I am  a member  of  EAC,  ANS,  and  a 
life  member  of  ANA. 

1 believe  the  NBS  is  currently  on  the  right  track  with  the  way  The 
Asylum  is  being  run  and  the  way  The  E-Sylum  is  adding  to  general 
knowledge  of  numismatic  book  collectors. 

1 have  been  collecting  numismatic  literature  for  forty  years  and 
writing  on  numismatic  topics  for  almost  as  long.  1 have  contributed 
research  to  most  numismatic  auction  houses,  including  Stack's, 
Bowers  & Merena,  Superior,  and  Heritage.  1 have  contributed  to  the 
"Red  Book,"  the  Coin  World  Almanac,  Breen's  half  cent  and  large 
cent  books,  Cohen's  half  cent  book,  and  The  Cherrypickers'  Guide 
along  with  many  other  publications.  1 have  also  authored  or  co- 
authored articles  for  ANS  and  ANA. 

For  The  Asylum  I have  written  an  article  about  Gilbert's  half  cent 
book,  where  I for  the  first  time  was  able  to  identify  the  photographic 
plates  of  the  first  and  second  printings  and  give  the  number  of  each 
printed.  I have  also  written  a number  of  shorter  pieces  for  The 
Asylum,  as  well  as  another  longer  article  about  ANA  auction  sales.  1 
hope  1 can  continue  to  be  of  service  to  NBS  and  help  it  grow. 

Tom  Sheehan  (Board) 

Life  member  NBS,  ANA,  ANS,  SPMC,  PNNA  and  member  of  sev- 
eral other  clubs.  Past  Regional  Coordinator  of  the  ANA  and  recipient 
of  the  Glen  Smedley  award.  Regular  member  of  the  ANA  and  FUN 
exhibit  judging  teams.  Organizer  of  several  numismatic  seminars  in 
the  Pacihc  Northwest. 

Retired  from  Morgan  Stanley  and  currently  a volunteer  with  a 
non-profit  food  program. 
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David  Sklow  (Board) 

I am  seeking  election  to  a seat  on  the  Board  of  the  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society  for  the  forthcoming  term.  1 feel  with  my  back- 
ground in  numismatic  literature,  over  the  past  twenty-seven  years,  1 
can  bring  a useful  presence  to  the  Board. 

1 have  been  a numismatic  literature  dealer  off  and  on  since  1979. 
1 am  a charter  member  of  the  Society  as  well  as  a twenty-five  year 
member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  1 am  a member  of 
the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  and  I have  had  articles  published  in 
The  Asylum  and  The  Numismatist.  1 am  a past  partner  in  the  Money 
Tree  numismatic  literature  auctions,  where  1 was  the  cataloguer  for 
several  auction  sales.  I am  a member  of  the  Library  Committee  of 
the  ANA  and  a Gold  Charter  Member  of  FOLLIS.  It  is  my  intention 
to  advance  the  goals  of  the  Society  while  expanding  the  membership 
base.  One  of  my  goals  is  to  encourage  members  to  display  exhibits  at 
the  national  conventions.  I would  also  like  to  work  toward  a closer 
relationship  with  the  ANA  and  ANS  libraries  and  literature  programs. 
I would  also  want  to  expand  the  advertising  base  for  the  Society's 
publication,  The  Asylum.  Thank  you  for  your  support. 

Pete  Smith  (President) 

1 am  active  in  a dozen  numismatic  organizations.  1 have  served  a 
two-year  term  as  president  of  the  NBS.  1 am  in  my  seventh  term  as 
president  of  my  local  coin  club  and  24th  year  as  historian  for  the 
Early  Amercan  Coppers  Club.  1 am  an  ANA  district  delegate  and  reg- 
ularly attend  ANA  conventions  as  an  exhibitor  and  judge. 

Much  of  the  work  of  club  officers  is  done  by  e-mail  between 
ANA  conventions.  In  the  past  year  1 have  not  had  e-mail  and  this 
has  required  other  methods  of  communication.  I hope  this  has  not 
reduced  our  effectiveness  as  a board. 

1 believe  the  club  is  healthy  as  most  members  like  the  quality  of 
offerings  in  The  Asylum,  The  E-Syliirn  and  our  programs  at  the  ANA 
and  regional  conventions.  1 welcome  comments  and  suggestions 
from  members.  1 still  answer  my  phone  and  snail  mail. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


"Postcards  as  Numismatic  Literature/'  by  Pete  Smith,  in  the 
Winter  2003  issue  of  The  Asylum,  is  interesting  and  touches  on  a part 
of  numismatics  receiving  little  notice  by  the  vast  majority  of  collec- 
tors. 

The  author  comments  on  the  price  realized  for  a card  of  the 
Carson  City  Mint.  1 have  approximately  three  dozen  pre-1950  real 
photo  and  lithographic  cards  of  that  mint  and  know  of  more  than  a 
dozen  others  missing  from  my  collection.  The  prices  paid  for  these 
cards  have  little  relation  one  to  another.  More  than  once  on  eBay  in 
the  last  few  seconds  of  an  auction  1 have  placed  what  1 considered  to 
be  an  exceptionally  high  bid,  only  to  be  outbid  by  one  and  perhaps 
two  or  more  other  bidders. 

1 attribute  the  high  prices  of  Carson  City  Mint  cards  to  several 
factors.  One  is  simply  the  popularity  of  that  mint.  Additionally,  in 
recent  years  all  early  Nevada  postcards  have  become  extremely  pop- 
ular with  collectors  and  have  driven  prices  up.  For  example,  in  the 
Fred  Fiolabird  Americana  auction  closing  December  14,  2002,  lot  418 
was  described  as  "Elko,  Garcia  Saddle  Real  Photo  Postcard,  c.1920," 
and  sold  for  $2,185.  In  the  words  of  the  auctioneer,  this  is  "thought 
to  be  a world  record  for  a western  photo  postcard." 

In  the  early  1900s,  photographic  paper  manufacturers  intro- 
duced postcard-sized  stock,  leading  professionals  and  amateurs  to 
enter  the  real  photo  postcard  business.  Often  issued  in  extremely 
limited  quantities,  it  is  remarkable  that  even  one  specimen  of  some 
postcards  has  survived  to  the  present  time.  Probably  many  have  not. 
When  one  of  these  cards  does  become  available  in  an  auction,  it  is 
difficult  to  predict  the  final  bid. 

Hal  V.  Dunn 


Congrats  to  Pete  Smith  for  the  article  "Postcards  as  Numismatic 
Literature"  in  the  Winter  2003  issue  of  The  Asylum.  It  is  not  well 
known  that  many  coin  dealers  are  avid  collectors  of  these  related 
collectibles,  including  Q.  David  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt  and  Harry 
Forman.  1 came  late  to  the  field  but  find  it  fascinating. 

Most  postcards  of  the  U.S.  Mints  are  external  building  views. 
One  of  each  of  the  seven  U.S.  Mint  view  cards  served  as  models  for 
the  medal  series.  Coin  World  Mint  Medals,  created  by  sculptor 
Robert  A.  Weinman  between  1962  and  1965  for  Coin  World.  He  cre- 
ated his  models  from  postcard  views  and  the  series  was  struck  by 
Medallic  Art  Co.  Later,  when  the  new  Philadelphia  Mint  was  com- 
pleted in  1969,  he  created  his  model  from  a photograph  of  the  build- 
iiig* 

Of  greater  interest  to  collectors  are  the  interior  views  of  the  Third 
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Philadelphia  Mint  after  its  opening  in  1902.  A series  of  interior  views 
was  issued  the  following  year,  1903.  (1  have  18  different.  1 am  miss- 
ing the  one  depicting  the  Engraving  Room  which  shows  Charles 
Barber  with  raised  mallet!  It  was  published  in  Bob  Julian's  Medals  of 
the  United  States  Mint:  The  First  Century,  1792-1892,  as  plate  35  on 
page  38  in  the  introduction).  The  press  room  scene  which  was  illus- 
trated in  Pete's  article  was  among  that  interior  view  series. 
Incidentally,  today  that  building  is  a community  college  and  the 
press  room  now  houses  the  college  library. 

While  conducting  photo  research  with  Michael  Craven  at  the 
National  Archives  in  College  Station,  Maryland,  shortly  before  his 
death  in  April  2000,  we  discovered  the  original  photos  from  which 
these  interior  views  were  made.  The  U.S.  Mint  made  these  photos 
available  to  at  least  three  postcard  publishers  (Illustrated  Postal  Card 
Co.,  Souvenir  Post  Card  Co.  and  Metropolitan  News  Co.)  and  all 
were  printed  in  Germany. 

The  documentation  for  the  drawer  in  which  we  found  these 
photos  is  in  Michael's  files  (now  unfortunately  unavailable).  We 
were  searching  both  film  (on  the  fifth  floor)  and  prints  (on  the  third 
floor),  and  these  photos  were  obviously  located  there. 

Further  in  regard  to  the  interior  views,  these  were  republished  in 
1987  by  Lansing,  Michigan,  coin  dealer  and  collector  of  numismatic 
postcards  Craig  A.  Whitford,  under  the  banner  of  Numismatic  Card 
Co. 


D.  Wayne  Johnson 


A Plea  for  Help  From  the  Editor 

As  our  readers  know  we  are  not  the  only  journal  to  publish 
works  on  numismatic  literature  (check  out  Joel  Orosz'  article  in 
the  latest  issue  of  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  as  an  obvi- 
ous example).  Therefore,  it  is  my  idea  to  list  in  the  next  issue  of 
The  Asylum  all  works  dealing  with  numismatic  literature  which 
appeared  outside  of  our  pages  between  2000  and  2003.  To  make 
this  list  even  half  as  complete  as  1 would  like,  1 will  need  much 
help  from  our  readers.  1 would  like  people  to  look  through  their 
libraries  and  other  libraries  (both  public  and  private)  and  send  me 
via  email  or  snail  mail  any  items  they  can  find. 

The  listings  should  have  the  following:  For  books:  Full  name 
of  author,  full  title,  place  and  year  of  publication.  For  articles:  Full 
name  of  author,  full  title  of  article,  full  title  of  publication,  vol- 
ume number,  issue  number  (if  there  is  one),  year  of  publication, 
page  numbers. 

Things  which  count:  Any  work  that  deals  with  numismatic  lit- 
erature in  a substantial  way.  If  the  material  in  the  work  is  not 
obvious  from  the  title,  then  please  send  a brief  description  — no 
more  than  two  sentences.  For  example,  there  might  be  a book  on 
numismatic  aspects  of  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Vespasian  that 
contains  a chapter  reviewing  the  history  of  the  scholarship  on  his 
coinage.  Such  a book  should  be  listed.  Biographies  of  numismatic 
writers  are  welcome,  but  please  use  some  judgment.  For  example, 
W.B.  Yeats  did  write  a short  monograph  on  Irish  coinage,  howev- 
er this  was  not  his  primary  (or  even  secondary)  interest.  Unless 
the  work  on  Yeats  devotes  a substantial  chapter,  or  more,  to  this 
work  1 would  not  include  it.  On  the  other  hand,  Theodor  Momm- 
sen wrote  a massive  book,  and  a number  of  articles,  on  Roman 
Republican  coinage.  He  also  used  numismatic  evidence  in  a num- 
ber of  his  other  works.  A biography  on  him  would  be  acceptable. 
Likewise,  substantial  obituaries  of  numismatic  writers  are  also 
good. 

Things  that  1 do  not  want:  Notices  of  publication  or  literature 
sales,  like  those  that  appear  in  Coin  World  or  Numismatic  News. 
Likewise  book  reviews  that  simply  give  a summary  of  the  contents 
should  not  be  sent.  On  the  other  hand,  critical  book  reviews  are 
welcome.  1 also  do  not  want  to  list  auction  sales  or  fixed  price 
lists.  Web  sites,  no  matter  how  good,  will  not  be  listed  because 
they  lack  the  permanence  of  the  printed  page. 

If  you  know  of  something  and  are  not  certain  please  contact 
me  and  1 shall  let  you  know.  All  those  who  submit  material  will 
be  listed  (unless  they  say  otherwise)  in  the  article.  Please  feel  free 
to  contact  me  at  either  etfort@aol.com  or  P.O.  Box  77131, 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15215. 
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The  NBS  at  the  ANA 

Thursday  July  31,  2003, 1 PM 
Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  Symposium 

Barry  Tayman  and  George  Fuld  will  present  a paper  on  the 
research  methodology  for  their  upcoming  monograph  on 

Blacksmith  tokens 

Friday  August  1 , 2003,  1 1 .30  AM 
Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  Annual  Meeting 

Leonard  Augsburger  will  present  a paper  entitled 
"132  South  Eden:  House  of  Gold" 


For  more  information  visit  the  ANA  website;  www.money.org 


Get  on  Board  with  The  E-Sylum 

the  weekly  e-mail  newsletter  of  the 
Numismatic  Bihliomania  Society 

Hundreds  of  bibliophiles  around  the  U.S.  and  the 
world  subscribe  to  this  free  publication,  containing 
news  and  information  about  NBS 
and  numismatic  literature  in  general. 


To  subscribe,  write  to  Wayne  Homren  at 
whomren  @ coinlibrary.com 
For  more  information,  see  the  NBS  web  site  at 
http://www.coinbooks.org/ 
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special  Pre-Publication  Offer! 


CALIFORHIA  PIONEER 
FRACTIONAL  GOLD 


"A  monumental  work  has  been  made  better.  Dave  Harper  • Numismatic  News 

Back  in  print  again  after  12  years,  Californm  Pio- 
neer Fractional  Goldhy  ’'Walter  Breen  and  Ronald  J. 

(jillio  lias  been  revised  bv  the  leading  experts  in  the 
field.  Til  e new,  expanded  second  edition  has  more  list- 
ings. more  and  sharper  photos,  and  updated  rarity  rat- 
ings based  on  the  most  comprehensive  informa- 
tion available.  For  the  first  time,  proof  of  the 
actual  circulation  of  small  California  gold  , 
as  money  in  Cold  Rush  California  is  pro- 
vided,  based  on  the  research  of  Dan  Owens,  fi 
I he  historical  background  of  these  issues 
has  been  greatly  enlarged,  w'ith  several  new'  ^ 
attributions  to  makers. 

The  revised  edition,  prepared  by  lead  au- 
thor Robert  D.  Leonard  Jr.,  makes  use  of  the 
jay  Roe  collection  and  archives,  the  Auction 
Sales  History  compiled  by  California  gold  spe- 
cialist jack  Totheroh,  and  the  assistance  of  many 
other  collectors,  researchers,  librarians  and  museum  cura- 
tors. The  bibliography  has  been  doubled  in  size,  sources  are 
fo(Hnored,  and  an  index  to  the  historical  information  included. 

Additionally,  it  has  a foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and  an  introduc- 
tion by  Ronald  j.  Cillio. 

I his  incredible  .second  edition,  completely  updated,  is  now'  at  the 
printers.  At  264  pages,  profusely  illustrated  predominantly  with  coins 
from  the  Jay  Roe  Collection,  this  volume  is  a mu.st  have  lor  anyone 
interested  in  the  (iold  Rush,  history,  and  California  gold  coinage,  e.spe 


dally  these  lasdnating  small  coins.  We  invite  you  to  be  one  of  the  first  to 
receive  your  copy  at  a 20%  discount  from  the  list  price.  \W  offer  two  editions; 

• Sofibouiid,  list  price  $34.50  • Hardbound,  list  price  .$40.50 

Pre-Publication  Offer:  Softbound:  $27.50  • Hardbound:  $39.50 
To  order,  call  Mary  in  our  Publications  Department  at  800-222-5993. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
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wwwJ1eiltageCoin.Ci}iii  * www.CinrencyAii<tkHi.com 


Visit  our  website  to  view  our 
upcoming  auction  calendar: 

Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions 
Heritage  World  Coin  Auctions 
Currency  Auctions  of  America-Heritage 

Bison' vcu  sell  your  coins  or  currency  you  OH'r  //  to  yourself  to  visa  us  or  call. 


(he  world's 


Idryesi  numismatic  dealer  and  auctioneer  — and  more! 

I 800  us  COINS  {800  872  6-167)  • 2-1  hour  hotline;  Ext.  222 


<;W/ViCT!a 

CURKr..VCY  AUCTIONS  Of  AMERICA 


HERITAGE 

WORliKoiN  AUCTIONS 


Haiuci-  kX':  Paik  Vlilagc;  2ml  Floor  • D.illas,  Tcs.rtS  75205  27S8 

! diX)  US  COiXS  i&/2-o4o?!  • 2l1  528  3500  • FAX.  2I1-143-8-(25 
• c mail;  B!is<=  Hcriutsif oiii.com  • HM-wCutrcrxy.5utiu'iuc>(n  • t-  itwiE  Xotcs(«<  urrciK>  Auction  com 


LOOKING  FOR  A FEW  GOOD  CONTESTANTS 

for  the 

“NUMISMATIC 
WEAKEST  LINK” 

Game 
to  be  held 
Thursday  evening, 
July  31st  at  the 
Baltimore 

Convention  Center 
during  the  ANA 

Applications  to  be  one  of  twelve  contestants  are 
being  accepted  now,  for  an  hour  of  fun  and  games 

1 . Be  in  Baltimore  for  the  ANA  Convention 

2.  Have  a reasonable  knowledge  of  general  NUMISMATICS 

3.  Be  prepared  to  have  a good  time  and  get  cheered,  booed, 
applauded  or  humiliated. 

4.  Expect  valuable  prizes,  but  don’t  count  on  it. 

5.  Be  a good  sport  in  front  of  your  peers. 

6.  Get  bragging  rights  if  you  win. 

7.  Prove  that  NUMISMATISTS  can  enjoy  themselves. 


Call  me  (440)  333-3444 

Fax  me  (440)  333-4463 

E-Mail  me  mdxenos@comcast.net 


Write  to  me 
Myron  Xenos 

Money  Tree,  Inc. 

1260  Smith  Court 
Rocky  River,  Ohio  44116 


AMERICA'S  OLDEST  NUMISMATIC 
BOOK  AND  COIN  DEALERS 

founded  in  1932 
first  auction  sale  in  1935 
at  the  same  location  since  1953 


Stack's  maintains  a full  stock  of  most  standard  numismatic  refer- 
ences and  can  obtain  most  other  titles  as  needed.  We  publish  new 
works  on  coins  as  well  as  reprint  others.  We  stock  important  out  of 
print  auction  sale  catalogues. 

Stack's  regularly  publishes  lists  of  the  books  we  have  in  stock.  If 
you  have  not  already  received  one,  please  write  for  your  free  copy, 
mentioning  you  saw  us  here. 

Our  most  recent  publications  include: 

The  Numismatic  Legacy  of  the  Jews.  2000.  $125 
The  George  C.  Perkins  Collection.  2001.  $125 
The  Joseph  Brobston  Collection,  (repr.)  1999.  $250 
The  Philip  Showers  Collection,  (repr.)  1999.  $75 

Stack's.  A name  you  know  and  a name  you  can  trust. 


STACK'S  RARE  COINS 
123  West  57th  Street 
New  York,  NY  10019 
Tel.212.582.2580 
Fax  212.582.1946 


Email  to  info@stacks.com 

See  us  on  the  web  at  www.stacks.com 


V. 


Special  Reduction  - Mason's  Magazine 

Mason's  Monthly  Coin  and  Stamp  Collectors  Magazine,  Mason's  Herald  Mason's 
Visitor,  3 volumes,  1300  pages,  quarto  and  octavo,  matching  red  cloth. New. 
A reprint  produced  1996-1998  in  an  edition  of  200  sets  of  the  rare  originals 
published  1867-1891  . The  first  dealer  periodical  and  one  that  sheds  much 
light  on  the  coin  business  during  the  period  cited  with  news,  biographies, 
sales  reports,  banterings  and  bitchings.  100.00 

When  published  1 996- 1 998,  1 00  sets  were  prepared  with  an  actual  photographic  print  of 
the  famous  "Mason's  Photographic  Gallery"  @ $240.00.  In  addition,  100  sets  were  pub- 
lished with  the  plate  in  halftone  only.  The  supply  of  the  first  has  been  exhausted,  and  we 
now  offer  the  remaining  sets  at  $100.00  postpaid. 

Christian  Dekesel:  Bibliography  of  17"'  Century  Numismatic  Works,  2003, 
three  volumes,  3190  pages,  3000  title  page  facsimiles,  large  format,  cloth, 
dust  jackets.  From  an  edition  of  200  with  Spink  imprint  595.00 

Please  add  $10.00  for  shipping. 

Philip  Attwood:  Italian  Medals  cl  530  - 1600,  2003,  two  volumes  in 

slipcase,  text  volume  576  pages,  plate  volume  264  pages  400.00 

The  chronological  sequel  to  Hill's  Corpus  of  Italian  Medals  Before  Cellini  published  by  the 
Bntish  Museum  and  based  on  their  collection.  Please  add  $10.00  for  shipping. 

R.S  Yeoman:  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  2002,  55*^  edition 

Special  "ANA  Target  2001"  signed  by  Ken  Bressett  100.00 
Special  "S.  S.  Central  America"  edition  250.00 

Neil  Musante:  The  Medallic  Work  of  John  Adams  Bolen,  2002,  232  pages, 

well  illustrated,  8 color  plates  of  tokens,  cloth,  dust  jacket  65.00 

as  above,  bound  in  half  calf  by  Alan  Grace 200.00 

Spink:  Numismatic  Books,  96  page  full  color  catalogue  of  titles  available 
from  either  Spink  or  the  undersigned $5.00  to  cover  shipping 

Visit  our  web  site  for  nearly  1000  titles,  many  illustrated 
http://abebooks.com/home/numismat 

Charles  Davis 

P.O.  Box  547 
Wenham,  MA  01984 

Numislit@aol.com 
Tel:  (978)  468  2933 
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Since  1970,  buying,  selling  and  writing  about  Commemorative 

and  Historical  Medals 

(view  online  at  www.christophereimer.co.uk) 


The  Pingo  Family  and  Medal  Making  in  18th  Century  Britain 
(Recipient  of  the  2002  Carl  W.A.  Carlsson  Medal, 
presented  by  Medal  Collectors  of  America) 
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